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LAST WEEK:

OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS PACKAGE COMPLETED AND SIGNED
INTO LAW-
On Wednesday October 21, the Senate cleared the Omnibus Appropriations Bill by a vote
of 65-29.  The President signed the legislation into law.  The House had passed the bill by
a vote of 333-95 on Tuesday.  The Omnibus package includes the language of 8 separate
appropriations bills, as well as emergency funding to address the crisis in domestic
agriculture.  Emergency funding in the legislation contains an additional $10 million for the
Forestry Incentives Program (FIP) and an additional $40 million for the salaries and
expenses account of the Farm Service Agency.  A few items of note in the legislation and
supporting report language are as follows.

• Conferees encourage USDA to structure the terms of Wetland Reserve Program (WRP)
contracts so that high priority is given to consideration of adjacent landowners,
including but not limited to the maintenance of watershed protection.

• The bill provides flexibility for funding 30-year easements in the Wetlands Reserve
Program and also states that enrollment in various easement options should be
performed in proportion to landowner interest in the program.

• Conferees have requested a report on options to fund new RC&D areas, including a
graduation component, to be filed no later than March 1, 1999.

 
• The bill allows for Conservation Operations funding associated with constructing the

Franklin County Lake Project in Mississippi.

• The bill allows NRCS to enter into cooperative agreements without some restrictive
requirements of competitive process.

• Bill language deems permanent county committee employees as federal civil servants
for the purpose of applying for USDA vacancies.

A detailed table of funding levels and analysis performed by the NRCS
Budget Planning and Analysis Staff is attached to this summary.
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105th CONGRESS ADJOURNS - SEVERAL LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES
UNFINISHED-
Following Adoption of H. Con. Res. 353, the 105th Congress adjourned.  The 106th
Congress will Convene on Wednesday, January 6th at 12:00, noon.  On January 6th, new
and returning members of the House and Senate will take the oath of office.  The
adjournment of the 105th Congress means that any bills which have not passed the
legislative process and been signed into law, must begin again in the 106th.  Examples of
two pieces of major legislation that were not reauthorized in the 105th Congress are the
Endangered Species Act and the Clean Water Act.  The status of select legislative initiatives
in the 105th Congress are as follows:

Issue Bill Sponsor Action

Grazing Reform H.R. 2493 Bob Smith (R-OR) Passed the House on 
October 30, 1997
Senate took no 
action

Animal Waste S. 1323 Tom Harkin (D-IA) Senate Hearing on 
April 2, 1998
no further action

H.R. 3232 George Miller (D-CA) No action

Civil Rights H.R. 2185 Eva Clayton (D-NC) House Hearing held 
on October 23, 1997 
no further action

H.R. 2692 Bob Smith (R-OR) House Hearing held 
on October 23, 1997 
no further action

BANDELIER NATIONAL MONUMENT EXPANSION-
Before adjourning, the House and Senate approved legislation expanding the Bandelier
National Monument in New Mexico.  The bill, S. 1132, sites development of the Upper
Alamo Watershed, and potential threats of future flood and soil erosion as rationale for
increasing the parks boundaries.  Under the legislation, all acquisitions of land would take
place on a voluntary basis.  The President is expected to sign the bill into law.

============================================================

CONCLUSION OF WEEKLY SUMMARIES FOR THE 105TH
CONGRESS- This issue concludes NRCS Weekly Legislative Summaries for the 105th
Congress.  The NRCS Legislative Affairs Staff will report on the outcome of elections and
expected organizational changes in the 106th Congress in coming months.
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